Research Activity under the MoU with the University of Heidelberg
Duration: 27-07-2025 – 02-08-2025
Theme: Philosophical Discourse on the Languages of Peace in the 20th Century
I, Chandrika Kumar, PhD candidate at the Department of German, University of Mumbai, carried out research activity for my PhD dissertation at the German Studies Seminar of the University of Heidelberg from 27th July to 2nd August 2025 under the MoU between the two universities.
On the advice of my PhD Supervisor, Prof. Dr. Vibha Surana, I contacted Prof. Dr. Andrea Albrecht of the German Studies Seminar, University of Heidelberg to seek her permission and support for carrying out a weeklong research activity immediately after my participation in the 15th Congress of the International Association for German Studies (IVG) at the University of Graz, Austria. Prof. Albrecht not only permitted, but also supported me in every aspect to collect the relevant material for my research from the libraries of the University of Heidelberg.
I reached Mannheim/ Heidelberg on the 27th of July 2025 and the same evening I was invited to join her and some others for a dinner at her residence. This helped me get acquainted with a few members of her team as well. Most of the literature that I needed for my research was made readily available to me the very next day at my work place in her office. Some other books were available in the library of other Seminars and could be accessed only in person. However, with the help of her letter, I could not only get access to those libraries, but also get hold of the books. Everyone, including the members of her team and the staff in those libraries, was very kind and helpful to me. With their support, I was able to collect everything within the short period of one week. During this week, I was able also to pay a visit to Heppenheim where Martin Buber (1878 – 1965) lived between 1916 and 1938 prior to his emigration to Palestine.
I am grateful to my Supervisor and the Department of German, University of Mumbai for having given this opportunity to me. I am confident that this spell of research stay at Heidelberg would prove to be highly beneficial for my dissertation. In Heidelberg, apart from Prof. Dr. Andrea Albrecht, I would like to specially thank Mr. Carl Junginger, Mr. Jens Krumeich, Mr. Benjamin Krautter, Ms. Sandra Schell and Ms. Zhu Yan who made my research stay at Heidelberg exceedingly memorable, pleasant and productive as well.
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